City of Bonner Springs News. The latest and greatest...

Winter 2020
The City is making every possible effort to communicate with our citizens using various means. If you
would like to have updated news and events delivered straight to your inbox, please sign-up for our enewsletter using the button below.

Sign Up for E News
If you are having trouble viewing the email, be sure to add us to your Safe Senders list. If you have any
questions please contact Amber Vogan at (913) 422-1020 or email her at avogan@bonnersprings.org

Recent Agendas and Minutes
View recent meeting agendas and minutes for City Council, Planning
Commission, and Board of Zoning Appeals here.

Current Employment Opportunities
We're now hiring for a City Planner, Police
Officers, and Lead Custodian. In early 2020 we will
begin hiring for seasonal positions. Check out the
latest opportunities here.
Searching for something else? Subscribe to our
job lists here to be notified when a new job is
posted.
Does your Bonner Springs business have a job opening you want to advertise? Businesses located in
Bonner Springs can post job openings to the City website using this link. Jobs posted from businesses not
located in Bonner Springs will be deleted.

Missed Trash/Recycling Collection in Bonner Springs
Late morning on Tuesday, December 29th , 2020,
Waste Management (WM) recalled their vehicles
that were already in Bonner Springs due to
weather. The City of Bonner Springs was notified
that WM would not be collecting the remaining
routes until the following Tuesday. After countless
attempts at contacting WM, the City was able to
confirm with WM representatives they would
resume their collection efforts on Wednesday. The
City saw that this was not occurring, and City staff
contacted the Unified Government (UG), as they hold the contract directly with WM, in order to resolve
this issue. The City was once again notified that collection would resume, and that trucks were mobilizing
that day (Wednesday) and working late into the evening.
Today, Thursday, December 31, 2020, the City was notified that WM will not be resuming collection until
Saturday. We have expressed concerns about the impending winter storm and the potential to once again
not have collection completed as promised.
We apologize for the inconvenience and frustration this has caused our residents. We (the City) are
attempting to resolve this issue as best as we are able and continue to work with the UG and WM to
correct this matter, and prevent these issues from occurring in the future.
As a reminder, if your trash/recycling is missed or delayed, please report it to the UG by calling 311
or (913) 573-5311.

Happy Retirement Scout!
Our beloved Scout officially entered into
retirement. His service was celebrated at the
December 21 City Council Meeting where he was
thanked for his work for the community and
officers. We will miss him but as you can see,
Scout is entering retirement in style.
Good boy Scout!

City to Receive Funding for Downtown Infrastructure and
138th Street Phase 1 Project
The City of Bonner Springs was recently
awarded $208,788 dollars from KDOT to
assist in improving mobility in our downtown
area. Improvements planned for next year
include resurfacing downtown streets,
pedestrian refuge islands and bulb outs, and
ADA improvements.
Additionally, pending final approval, the City
will be receiving approximately $3.2 million
through the Mid-America Regional Council
Surface Transportation Project Grant to
reconstruct 138th Street from Kump to Morse
as a “Complete Street”. This will include street construction, sidewalks, bicycles lanes, and utility
improvements along the corridor. An example rendering of a "Complete Street" is shown in the graphic
above. This project is tentatively scheduled to commence in 2023.

Tips to Protect Your Home this Winter
Winter weather is on its way and as temperatures drop your
water pipes and meter are susceptible to freezing. Frozen pipes
can cause expensive, frustrating and unnecessary damage.
Fortunately, it’s easier than you might think to protect your
home and control your utility costs.
Follow these simple steps now to help you prevent your water
pipes and meters from freezing this winter:
Disconnect and drain outdoor hoses and spigots. This
allows water to drain from the pipe instead of leaving it to freeze.
It only takes a single, hard, overnight freeze to burst either the
spigot or the pipe connecting it.
Insulate water pipes or faucets in unheated areas.If you
have pipes in an unheated garage or a cold crawl space, wrap
the water pipes before temperatures decline. Hardware or building supply stores will have wrapping
materials available.
Seal off access doors, air vents and cracks. Winter winds whistling through overlooked openings can
quickly freeze exposed water pipes. Do not plug air vents that your furnace or water heater need for good
combustion but do seal places where cold air gets in.
Find your main shut-off valve and label it.Knowing how to access and turn off your water quickly can
help you limit damage and control your utility costs should a pipe freeze or burst. You can usually find the
valve in your basement or in a small pit at the front of your property.
Leave a pencil-lead-thin stream of water flowing. A small flow of water running from a bathroom or
kitchen faucet during the worst of the cold spell can help prevent faucets or water service lines from
freezing. The water should be left running through the pipe susceptible to freezing. You can also leave
your cabinet doors open to allow the heat of the house to help keep your pipes from freezing.
Turn off the water if you are away for a long period of time.When you are away from home for
several days, turn the water off and drain the outside faucets or leave the thermostat set above 55
degrees to ensure your home stays warm and the pipes do not freeze.

Following these easy steps before cold weather sets in can help save you time, money and hassle this
winter.

Tips for Snow Plow Season
The Bonner Springs Public Works Department
does their very best to plow the streets as
quickly and efficiently as possible, during the
snowplowing season.
FOR THE SAFETY OF PUBLIC WORKS
AND RESIDENTS PLEASE ADHERE TO
THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS:
SHOVELING SNOW: When shoveling or
plowing driveways and sidewalks please
ensure that all snow is disposed of onto grassy
areas, and not onto our city streets. This way,
when the plow truck comes along it will not
push as much snow back onto your driveway and mailbox. Shoveling or plowing snow onto city streets
creates danger for residents, snow plows and other vehicles. Be considerate of neighbors, do not shovel
or plow snow onto their sidewalks and driveways.
PARKING: For safe and effectively plowed streets, be sure not to park on city streets after a 2-inch
snowfall until streets are plowed. It makes it much safer and easier for the snow plows to come through
the street without having to go around the vehicles.
MAIL BOX: Be sure your mailbox is secured properly to the post to prevent plowed snow from dislodging
it. Clean all snow away from the front of your mailbox to insure timely mail delivery. Public Works will not
clean plowed snow away from mailboxes. The front of your mailbox should be even with the curb line and
no more than 10-12 inches from the curb line towards your house. The bottom of the mailbox should be
36-42 inches above the top edge of the curb. Mailboxes are not to encroach past the curb line. Please
check your mailboxes to make sure that they are not leaning over the curb.
FIRE HYDRANT: In case of heavy accumulation of snow, please help the fire department and make sure
all fire hydrants are exposed for emergency use.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact the Public Works Department at 913-441-1961.

Snow and Ice Removal Information
The City of Bonner Springs wants to ensure that all residential and business
property owners are aware of their responsibility to remove snow and ice on
public sidewalks adjacent to their property and the consequences they will
incur for noncompliance. Pedestrian safety remains the number one priority
for keeping sidewalks cleared to provide the best protection against slips and
falls and ensure that no one is forced to walk in the street.
City regulations require that public sidewalks be cleared within 48 hours after
the end of each snowfall when accumulation exceeds 2 inches or when the
surface is coated with ice. Failure to meet the 48-hour requirement will result
in the issuance of a ticket that carries a fine and court fee.
The City’s Code Enforcement Officer will conduct inspections 48 hours after
the end of each snow storm when the accumulation is in excess of two
inches. In cases where back-to-back storms occur, inspections will be
conducted 48 hours after the end of the last snowfall. If the public sidewalk adjacent to your property
directly borders a street and is covered with additional snow as a result of the City’s snow removal
procedure, the sidewalk will be deemed in compliance if a pathway, a minimum of 18 inches wide, is
created along the inner side of the sidewalk to allow for safe passage. Additionally, access to all ADA
ramps and street crossings must be cleared. In the event of an ice storm, appropriate steps must be
taken, regardless of the accumulation, to treat the sidewalk with an ice melting product or sand. At the
end of the winter season, property owners must clear any remaining sand and gravel off the sidewalk to
help eliminate slippery conditions.
You may contact Mark Stites at 913-422-1020 ext. 1545 or mstites@bonnersprings.org if you have any
questions or concerns. Your cooperation is always greatly appreciated.

There's Still Time to Honor your Active-Duty Military Members and
Veterans!
The City of Bonner Springs is proud to offer our Military Tribute
Banner Program which is now accepting sponsors for the 2021
season.
The purpose of the Military Tribute Banner Program is to
recognize those currently serving or who have served in the
United States Armed Forces to pay tribute to our veterans and
active duty military.
There are a limited number of poles in downtown Bonner
Springs. We are offering this program on a first-come, firstserved basis with first priority given to Bonner Springs residents
and businesses, and second priority to Bonner SpringsEdwardsville School District residents. At the City’s discretion,
pole banners may be relocated to other areas of Bonner
Springs.
Forms and information can be found atwww.bonnersprings.org/militarybanners.

Holiday Office Closures
City Offices will be closed for the following upcoming holidays:
New Year's Day - Friday, January 1st
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Monday, January 18th
President's Day - Monday, February 15th

PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Visit our Parks and Recreation Page

Check out our Parks and Recreation Calendar

Parks and Recreation Online Program Guide

Quest for the Blarney Stone – The Quest for the Blarney Stone returns March 5th! Clues are posted on
Facebook on a weekly basis. The person that recovers the Blarney Stone must bring it to the Bonner
Springs Community Center and will be rewarded with a 10 Punch Pass to the Aquatic Park for the 2021
season. More Info

BONNER SPRINGS LIBRARY NEWS
Your Library...
In addition to books, movies and periodicals, the
Library has several programs for all ages including
Story Time, Read to a Dog, computer classes,
adult coloring, book discussions, and much more.

Check out the Library Events
Calendar

The Library is Providing Curbside Services ONLY.
We can still do copies, faxes and printing through Lobby appointments. If you would like us to select
books for you to pick up, or help you place holds online, please call us at 913-441-2665.
Masks are REQUIRED when you enter the Library building. If you are unable to wear a mask due to
medical reasons, we are happy to provide you with curbside service. Questions? Give us a call, we are
open regular hours.

Tai Chi Fit
Saturdays
10:00 a.m.
Join us on Zoom to learn Tai Chi, a
mind-body exercise to improve
health, balance, focus, and much
more! Email
awong@bonnerlibrary.org for the
ZOOM links.

Winter Reading Program
January 4 - March 16
Join the Winter Reading BINGO
challenge! Complete your BINGO by reading at
least five books and marking spaces in a diagonal,
horizontal, vertical or any five spaces of your
choosing to receive a fabulous prize and be
entered into the grand prize drawing. Last day to
turn in your BINGO card is March 4, 2021.

Free Tax Preparation from AARP
AARP will provide free tax preparation services at the
Library again this tax season. They will be here on
Tuesdays; the start date and time are not set, please
check with the Library in January. This year we will also
require appointments; more information to come.
For a list of what you should bring with you please call
the library. There are also some guidelines for what
returns they can help with, so check with the Library in advance for details.

SENIOR CENTER NEWS
The Senior Center is currently closed through
the COVID-19 pandemic phase out.
We offer a wide variety of activities for all interests
and abilities including Mystery Lunches, Bingo,
Museums, Dinner Theatre Trips, Board Games
and Cards, Food Demonstrations, Free Legal
Services, Free Blood Pressure Checks, Wii Video
Games, Basic Computer Training, Pool Tables,
Movies and Cable TV with the Coffee Pot on Daily.
Call 913-441-0169 for more information.

Visit our Senior Center Page

Partnership with Lenexa for Senior
Trips in 2021
The Cities of Bonner Springs and Lenexa are
excited to announce their new partnership to offer
combined Senior Trips! We take all the stress out
of your travels by planning, with great detail, each
excursion. Starting in mid-2021, pending local
pandemic regulations, we offer local day trips
ranging from fabulous theatre shows to tours of
unique destinations. Included in each of our day
trips is a delicious lunch or dinner, gratuity and
transportation. We also offer extended overnight
trips that last anywhere between 2 to 9 days.
Learn More

Sign up for the Brave Bulletin
Receive weekly updates from
USD 204 by signing up for the
Brave Bulletin!
Sign up today!

Tune in to watch BSHS Braves Choir Perform on the 41 Action News
Sounds of the Holiday Special!
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